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Welcome

A Network for RPCVs

Rooted in the transformative legacy of Peace Corps service, where every member's journey is celebrated 

and continues with purpose, the National Peace Corps Association is the unifying spirit of the Peace Corps 

community. By providing a platform for the global RPCV community, we foster connections that transcend 

borders and amplify the impact of Peace Corps ideals and uphold a commitment to global understanding 

and national service. We do this through: 

Advocating for Peace Corps  and a successful Peace Corps agency 

Providing a national network platform to connect  Peace Corps alumni and friends

Inspiring national service through information and opportunities

2024 saw great progress in service of these goals, and are outlined in this annual report alongside our 

current financial status. We encourage all RPCVs to join us by becoming a member or donor today.

https://youtu.be/WoXI7MKteFw

President's Message

“

—Dan Baker



People and Places

15,000+ messages

 to Congress, 

40+ op-eds &

letters to the editor, 

supporitng Peace 

Corps funding

5year 
partnership 

agreement with 

Peace Corps

Publication of the

"Guide to Graduate 

School" for RPCVs 

database system

New 

WorldView 
website

Creation of an 

RPCV volunteer 

opportunity & 

registration portal

Roll out of new 

organizational 

database system

New Grant 

Opportunities for 

RPCV groups

more!

2024 Milestones



Advocacy 
Protecting the Peace Corps

2024 saw the continued mobilization of our community to be a critical 

voice in advancing key Peace Corps issues before the Biden 

administration and Congress. Several longstanding activities continued, 

and one new initiative was added.

Peace Corps Funding

As 2024 came to a close, 
NPCA successfully 
supported a House 
amendment which 
avoided a proposed $20 
million cut to the Peace 
Corps’ Fiscal Year 2025 
budget. At the end of the 
year, we mobilized 
around the Senate 
recommendation to 
support President Biden’s 
proposed increase in 
agency funding by nearly
$50 million.

Messages to Congress

We can confirm at least 
3,000 advocates across 
every state, submitted 
more than 15,000 
messages to Congress 
and the president in 
2024.

Capitol Hill Advocacy

As NPCA marked the 20th 
year of its National Days of 
Advocacy in support of the 
Peace Corps, 100 
advocates from 23 states
and DC joined us again on 
Capitol Hill, conducting 
more than 150 meetings 
with congressional o�ces.

. 

Peace Corps Legislation

Despite the challenges in 
Congressional general 
productivity, we continued 
to build awareness and 
support to pass the 
bi-partisan Peace Corps 
Reauthorization Act
(S. 1203; H.R. 1273

Advocacy Closer to Home

In 2024 we encouraged 
local advocacy. 60 + 
activities —including 
meetings with 
congressional o�ces, 
postcard writing, advocacy 
information tables, 
parades, trainings and 
more —were held across 
the US. And, 40 successful 
media submissions urging 
support for the Peace 
Corps can potentially 
reach over 2 million
people.

Advocacy Coordinators

Our grassroots advcacy 
continues to be bolstered 
by the volunteer 
leadership of 35 
advocacy coordinators
in 24 states. Seven new 
coordinators were 
recruited in 2024. Many 
opportunities around the 
country remain.

Congressional Letters

We continued to be one of 
the strongest organizations 
in the nation in securing 
support on annual “Dear 

Colleague” letters to the 
House/Senate 
Appropriations Committees. 
With only a 48-hour 
window, we convinced 112 
lawmakers to sign the 
House letter requesting 
President Biden’s Peace 
Corps funding request. 
Meanwhile, 40 Senators 
signed this year’s letter.

Power the Polls

To advance Third Goal 
activity and promote 
non-partisan engagement 
in our nation’s democratic 
processes, NPCA joined 
the national “Power the 

Polls” movement, 
highlighting Peace Corps 
community members who 
have served as election 
poll workers, and 
encouraging others to do 
the same.



NPCA represents the collective voice of RPCV af�liate groups, bringing them 
together in order to advocate on behalf of Peace Corps ideals and to promote the 
impact of returned Peace Corps volunteers. The network members serve as “foot 
soldiers" at the state and community level to advocate for and to ensure the 
visibility of the Peace Corps, provides a platform for volunteers to continue to 
serve both at home and abroad, and is a social network for our community.

In 2022, groups raised over $1.6 million to support programs in refugee 
resettlement,  improved access to education and clean water, and much more. 
Groups also provide grants and scholarships to support community-level 
initiatives and advocates on behalf of peace, tolerance and unity.  

In 2024, NPCA established funding to increase the impact of groups activities. 
NPCA plans to distribute up to $40,000 in 2025. Every quarter as many as �ve 
matching grants ranging from $500-$2,000 will be awarded. We also bestow a 
�nancial award to the winner of the Loret Miller Ruppe Award for Outstanding 
Community Service to RPCV groups. The 2024 award went to Friends of 
Malaysia for their work on Breast Cancer awareness.

RPCV Groups Nationwide

148

RPCV Groups in Action

36,000
RPCVs who participate in NPCA activities

1.6 M
RPCVs who participate in NPCA activities

Af�liate group members come together because of their shared 
experience and their commitment to making a difference in local and 
global communities. Collectively, groups have over 36,000 members.  
The �ve types of af�liate groups supported by the NPCA are 
geographic, country of service, workplace, af�nity and cause-related. 

$40,000
In NPCA Grants Available for 2025

On Capitol Hill Advocacy Day, Glorious Broughton (Kenya 
1980–82), Sharon Torkelson (Colombia 2022–23), and 
Maricarmen Smith-Martinez (Costa Rica 2006–08) shared 
their experiences on the Hill and why it's important to 
advocate for the Peace Corps.



NPCA’s Continuation of Service Programs empower RPCVs to make a global impact through volunteer service, immersive 

travel, and professional development. Since launching in September 2023, the Volunteer Service Program has matched over 

624 RPCVs with skilled opportunities, while the Next Step Travel program provides Peace Corps-inspired travel experiences in 

Morocco, Mexico, and South Africa for 2025. Additionally, through partnerships with USAID's Farmer-to-Farmer Program and 

IREX, NPCA supports agricultural development abroad and cross-cultural exchange with international fellows, sustaining the 

values of service and collaboration.

Through the Next Step Travel (NST) program, developed in partnership with Discover Corps, RPCVs and their 

communities gain immersive, Peace Corps-inspired travel experiences.

Upcoming 2025 itineraries include Morocco, Oaxaca, and South Africa, building on successful past 

excursions to Tanzania in collaboration with Access to Tanzania.

Serving Again

Continuation of Service

Upcoming Itineraries
     for 2025! 

The Volunteer Service Program has successfully

matched over 624 RPCVs with organizations seeking 

skilled volunteers, building strategic partnerships 

and launching a Volunteer Certificate program to 

enhance participants' professional development.

Volunteer Service Program 

2024 Volunteer Impact 



For decades, WorldView magazine has served as the flagship publication of the National Peace Corps Association. 

From its early days as a membership-focused print newsletter to its most recent iteration as a national, 

award-winning magazine of ideas, WorldView remains in high demand.

In 2024 WorldView underwent one of the biggest transformations in its history. The magazine launched a dedicated 

website where both magazine and original content for “all things Peace Corps” will be published regularly.

Publishing All Things Peace Corp

The year also saw publication of the WorldView Guide to Graduate School, a first-of-its kind 

multimedia experience meant to help RPCVs and others explore the pursuit of a graduate 

degree from application to admission.

In 2025, look for 
the launch of 

dedicated social 
media channels and 

the WorldView 

Guide to Travel.

Partner Schools
WorldView Partners

Many schools have helped 
make the WorldView Guide 

to Graduate School

possible.

These universities have 
demonstrated over the 
years their commitment to 
helping RPCVs continue 
their work through making 
graduate school accessible 
and creating programs 
especially designed to 
leverage the Peace  Corps 
experience.



Membership

Join NPCA’s LEGACY OF PEACE SOCIETY and have 

your planned gift help us build a future that carries forward 

the Peace Corps spirit of service, peace, and friendship. 

While we celebrate their enduring commitment to Peace 

Corps ideals, we also extend our heartfelt condolences 

to their loved ones. Their generosity will continue to 

make a profound impact for years to come.

2024 marks a milestone year for NPCA as we successfully migrated our community to a cutting-edge, non-profit 

database and fundraising platform, setting a new standard for connection and engagement. 

This new evolution provides key benefits to NPCA and A�liate Group Members.

Your generosity supports our vibrant Peace Corps community and enables NPCA to amplify our collective impact.  

Together, we are building a network that reimagines a world in solidarity of peace and friendship. Every dollar strengthens 

our mission and contributes to a brighter future.

State-of-the-art database 

management, data analytics, and 

artificial intelligence to engage with 

our members more e�ectively.

The new NPCA Member Portal allows our 

members to access important information 

on their membership while ensuring our 

records are accurate and up-to-date. 

What this means for NPCA Members

Empowering Connections Through Digital Connections

Legacies for Tomorrow

We are immensely grateful to have received 

legacy gifts of $10,000 or more from the 

following individuals from 2022−2024:

Abby Rosenstein Family and Friends (2024)

Jayne Booker (2023)

Patricia Ann Wand (2023)

Linda Maines (2022)

Support, Amplify and Reimagine National Service with NPCA

Peace Corps has experienced some major headwinds 

recently, and NPCA is needed more than ever. We hope 

you can consider supporting our Peace Corps community 

by donating today.

Deepen your impact by becoming a SHRIVER LEADERS 

CIRCLE member. This distinguished group provides vital 

leadership the Peace Corps community needs to reach 

its full potential.

Giving for Today...



Financial 



John Lee Evans 

Board Chair 

Board-elected  

RPCV Honduras 1975–78 

Bridget Davis

Vice Chair 

Board-elected  

RPCV Thailand 1991–93

James Baldwin 

Treasurer  

Board-elected  

RPCV Azerbaijan 2010–12 

Tracy Haugen

Secretary  

Member-elected 

RPCV Thailand 1991–1993 

Kristina Owens 

A�liate Group Network Coordinator 

RPCV Bolivia 2000–02 

Dan Baker 

President & CEO

Lisa Convery-López 

Member-elected  

RPCV Guatemala 2007–09 

George Economides 

Member-elected  

RPCV Bangladesh  

Mongolia, 2001–05 

PC Sta� 2008–17 

Je�rey Janis 

Board-Elected 

RPCV Ukraine  2004–06

Babila Lima 

Member-elected  

RPCV Mongolia 2010–12

Helen Petrozzola 

Member-elected  

RPCV Ukraine 1998–2000

Ryan Plesh 

Board-elected  

RPCV Guinea 2013–2015

Kate Pongonis 

Member-elected  

RPCV Ecuador 1992–94 

Michael Roman 

Member-elected  

RPCV Kiribati 2000–02 

Joe Sha�ner 

Board-elected  

RPCV Uzbekistan 2005; 

Suriname 2005-2008 

JJ Singh 

Member-elected  

RPCV Bolivia 2002–2004 

Marikaa Stephenson

Member-elected  

Board of Directors

Dan Baker 

President and CEO

Bolivia 1999-02

Timor Leste 2002-03

Peace Corps HQ 2003-17 

Costa Rica Sta� 2007-10

Ethiopia Sta� 2011-14

Carla Brown−Ndiaye

Director of Partnerships 

and Operations

Comoro Islands 1992-94

Orrin Luc

Digital Content Manager

El Salvador 2014-16 

Mexico 2017-18

Travis Matthews

Development Manager

Namibia 2016-18

Robert Nolan

Senior Marketing and Communi-

cations Advisor & Editor-in-Chief, 

Worldview Magazine

Zimbabwe 1997-99

Jonathan Pearson

Advocacy Director

Micronesia 1987-89

Eva Sundgrenz

Continuation of Service 

Program Manager

Uzbekistan 2000-01

Cynthia Capurso

Communications and 

Advocacy Intern

Madagascar 2019-20

Photo caption here



Becoming an NPCA member means joining a dynamic network dedicated to 

working for you. Whether you’re eager for opportunities to continue service, 

curious about the latest initiatives being implemented throughout the Peace 

Corps community, or seeking connections with like-minded RPCVs, we’re your 

go-to resource. Let NPCA be your next meaningful step in amplifying the 

impact of your Peace Corps journey.

RPCVs’ contributions to this world last far beyond their Peace Corps service. 

Some of us built libraries in remote villages and later launched international 

charities; others taught with passion in crammed classrooms and now 

educate the next generation at some of the best universities in the world. Our 

community’s stories and impact thrive because of the support and 

connection that NPCA fosters across our membership and the 148 a�liate 

groups we partner with. 

By supporting NPCA through donations and/or membership, you help RPCVs 

access a vast network of personal and professional opportunities to deepen 

their global impact. By supporting us, we can o�er even more support to you. 

Together, we can remind Americans to ask what they can do for their country 

beyond the comfort of their homes, and answer the call to serve.

Support

2025

"After 30 years of in�ation since the 

$1,000 Shriver donation was initiated,

I have decided to increase my annual 

donation to NPCA to $2,500.

 I encourage my Shriver Circle 

colleagues to increase their donations 

now more than ever for a strong 

advocacy program and for services to 

RPCVs and the 148 af�liates."

—Rosemary George Straley

(Ghana 1962-64)

The Year Ahead
PC Connect 
2025
July 18–21
Washington DC

Advocacy Day 
2025
July 21
Increased state 
level advocacy 
opportunities

Return of Shriver 
and Wo�ord 
Award 
celebrations

Expansion of 
alumni services 
through new 
online 
engagement 
platforms

New Travel 
Opportunities

Introduction of 
Presidential 
Lifetime 
Achievement 
Awards for 
RPCVs

WorldView 
Guide to Travel
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