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Don Leonard is the son of a loving and heroic single 
mom. Growing up, he saw when all her resourcefulness 
and hard work wasn’t enough to keep poverty and 
homelessness at bay. This childhood taught him the value 
of personal responsibility. But he also learned the 
importance of social safety nets and devoted public 
school teachers. 
 

After college, Leonard spent two years with the U.S. Peace Corps in South America. He met his wife 
while he was a post-doc at Tulane University in Louisiana. The two of them would go on to teach at 
Ohio State. At Ohio State, Leonard has served as professor of city and regional planning. 
 
Leonard is committed to fighting for an economy that is fair, prosperous, and sustainable.  
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