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While his classmates pursued legal careers after
graduation, Arthur joined the Peace Corps. He was
assigned to a remote Himalayan village in Nepal;
several days walk from the nearest road. He lived
primitively with no indoor plumbing and dirt floors.
During his term of service, he conducted teacher
trainings throughout the region. “I soon noticed the
plight of young village girls who were married off at
early ages and unable to continue to their educations.
They would be relegated to a lifetime of despair with
little hope for a better existence.”

With the financial help of friends and family in the U.S., Arthur used his legal and language training
to establish a college scholarship program to benefit female village students. To date, several
hundred village students have benefited by attending college and seeking the opportunities an
education provides.

After completing his Peace Corps commitment, he returned to Decatur, Alabama where he joined
the law firm of Harris, Caddell and Shanks, P.C. and served as president of several non-profit
organizations. Arthur was selected as the Citizen of the Year by the Decatur Rotary Club and
received other leadership awards from various organizations, including carrying the 1996 Olympic
Torch.

“Though I became a partner in a respected law firm and was active in the community, I felt led to
return overseas to do what I could to help the poor in the developing world.” Hired by Habitat for
Humanity International for a three-year period, he was assigned to establish a new Habitat program
in Bangladesh where he built the program from scratch that has now constructed over 2000 houses
in partnership with the working poor of that country. Arthur also served as legal counsel
throughout the Asia/Pacific region, traveling to numerous countries and negotiating with
government officials, aid organizations and local citizens to further advance Habitat programs
across Southeast Asia.

After serving beyond his initial term with Habitat, he returned to Decatur where he joined one of
the largest pest control companies in the United States and now serves as Executive Vice President
over finance and accounting, human resources, fleet and property management, legal, technology,
and training. “Working with a company operating 40 offices in 7 states with almost 2000 employees


https://arthurorr.com/

has provided me the opportunity to be more involved in the ongoing growth and management of a
business — which I enjoy.” Since his return in 2001, Arthur also started several businesses, primarily
involved in real estate. He has also re-engaged as an active community leader and served as
president or chairman of numerous community organizations. He helped start the Community Free
Clinic and serves on many other local and state non-profit boards including chairing the Athens
State University Board of Trustees. He served as President of the National Alumni Association for
Wake Forest University and served on its Board of Visitors.

Since his election, Arthur has sponsored, and seen his colleagues pass almost two hundred bills to
make government more transparent and efficient, thereby saving the taxpayers money, along with
reforming education standards, tightening campaign finance laws and a host of other innovative
pieces of legislation. He was instrumental in the creation and location of the Robotics Technology
Park in Limestone County, the Alabama School of Cyber Technology and Engineering in Madison
County and the Alabama Center for the Arts in Morgan County. Arthur has also been a part of
business recruitment teams that led to billions in economic investment and thousands of jobs over
the three counties he represents. He now chairs the $24 billion Senate Budget Committee for
Education and several other legislative committees. He served as Chairman of the Alabama
Bicentennial Commission created to celebrate the State’s 200th Anniversary and is leading
Alabama’s effort for America250.

For his efforts both in and out of the legislature, Arthur has been named to every Yellowhammer
News “Power and Influence” list since its inception as one of the State’s most impactful leaders. He
has also received many national, regional, state and local awards from education, business,
agriculture, government and volunteer entities. He was declared the most effective Senator for a
twelve-year period (2011-2023) by the Center for Effective Lawmaking of the University of Virginia
and Vanderbilt University. Additionally, a statewide columnist named him the “Most Valuable
Legislator” for several legislative quadrenniums. He enjoys reading, jogging and travel - having
visited or lived in over 70 countries. In 2023, Arthur recently received a Master’s Degree with
honors in Military History from Austin Peay University after years of taking classes.
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