
 

 

April 28, 2021 
 
 
 
The Honorable Barbara Lee, Chairwoman 
Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations and 
Related Programs 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
 

The Honorable Hal Rogers, Ranking Member  
Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations and 
Related Programs 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
 

  

Dear Chairwoman Lee and Ranking Member Rogers: 

Thank you for your commitment to the Peace Corps. Because of your efforts, the agency is poised for 
even greater impact at a time when the unique role of the Peace Corps is urgently needed. To ensure the 
Peace Corps has the resources needed to further its mission, we respectfully ask that you appropriate 
$450 million for fiscal year 2022. 

Public support for Peace Corps remains strong, and its programs continue to renew and expand, but the 
agency’s potential is severely limited by its essentially flat funding levels in the past six years.   The 
agency’s budget allocation has not increased beyond $410.5 million since fiscal year 2016 . Providing 
$450 million for fiscal year 2022 would allow the Peace Corps to resume in-country Volunteer activities 
once safe and prudent to do so, and support the longstanding goal of deploying of 10,000 volunteers 
worldwide. 

More Americans want to serve than the Peace Corps has the funding to absorb.  The ratio of annual 
applications to available Volunteer positions currently stands at over 4:1.   Retired General Stanley 
McChrystal has called this gap between applicants and service opportunities “democratic energy wasted 
and a generation of patriotism needlessly squandered.”   Additionally, six years of essentially flat funding 
has compelled the agency to cut both pre-service and in-service training days to meet budget restrictions, 
meaning Volunteers get less time for language, technical, and cross-cultural training.  

The Peace Corps works to accomplish its legislative mandate within the context of unique security 
challenges, and the agency has taken steps to improve the health and safety of its Volunteers as it 
implements provisions within the Sam Farr Nick Castle Peace Corps Reform Act of 2018  (Public Law 
115-256).  However, there remain residual health care policy issues within the agency that require 
increased budgetary support.  In particular, we need increased funding and compensation levels for 
Volunteers temporarily or permanently disabled as a result of their service abroad.   

Similar to members of our military and diplomatic corps, Peace Corps Volunteers take an oath to serve 
our country, and do so often in remote, challenging environments.  Increased funding is necessary to 
ensure that Peace Corps can fulfill its commitment to the health and safety of American citizens who 
choose to serve. 
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We thank you for your efforts to provide Peace Corps with the resources it needs to fuel the next 
generation of American leadership, and we respectfully ask that you make this $450 million investment 
in the agency for fiscal year 2022. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
JOHN GARAMENDI 
Member of Congress 

 
GARRET GRAVES 
Member of Congress 

 
 
/S/ 
VICENTE GONZALEZ 
Member of Congress 

 
 
/S/ 
GWEN MOORE 
Member of Congress 

 
 
/S/ 
JUAN VARGAS 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JENNIFFER GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
SUZAN K. DELBENE 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
ANDRÉ CARSON 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
ANTONIO DELGADO 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
TOM MALINOWSKI 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
BRIAN FITZPATRICK 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JAN SCHAKOWSKY 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
RUBEN GALLEGO 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
PETER A. DEFAZIO 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JIMMY PANETTA 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
DORIS MATSUI 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
RON KIND 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JOYCE BEATTY 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
HENRY C. "HANK" JOHNSON, JR. 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
BILL FOSTER 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
MARK DESAULNIER 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JIM COSTA 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
AUMUA AMATA COLEMAN 
RADEWAGEN 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
DONALD M. PAYNE, JR. 
Member of Congress 
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/S/ 
MARK TAKANO 
Member of Congress 

/S/ 
AL GREEN 
Member of Congress 

/S/ 
DAVID SCOTT 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
SHARICE L. DAVIDS 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JOHN KATKO 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
ANGIE CRAIG 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JOAQUIN CASTRO 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
MIKE LEVIN 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO 
SABLAN 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
DANNY K. DAVIS 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
DONALD S. BEYER JR. 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
TONY CÁRDENAS 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
WILLIAM R. KEATING 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JAMES P. MCGOVERN 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
CHERI BUSTOS 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
RITCHIE TORRES 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
ERIC SWALWELL 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
SALUD CARBAJAL 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
SEAN PATRICK MALONEY 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
TED DEUTCH 
Member of Congress 

   
/S/ 
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
Member of Congress 

/S/ 
DON YOUNG 
Member of Congress 

/S/ 
ALAN LOWENTHAL 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
DEAN PHILLIPS 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
PETER WELCH 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JARED GOLDEN 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JOE COURTNEY 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
SUZANNE BONAMICI 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JOHN B. LARSON 
Member of Congress 
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/S/ 
KAIALIʻI KAHELE 
Member of Congress 

/S/ 
TERRI A. SEWELL 
Member of Congress 

/S/ 
ELAINE G. LURIA 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JOHN P. SARBANES 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
STEVEN HORSFORD 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
DINA TITUS 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JUDY CHU 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JAHANA HAYES 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
KAREN BASS 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
SETH MOULTON 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
AMI BERA, M.D. 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JERRY MCNERNEY 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JEFFERSON VAN DREW 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
COLIN Z. ALLRED 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
TED W. LIEU 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
PAUL D. TONKO 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JOE NEGUSE 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
LUCY MCBATH 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
MONDAIRE JONES 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
ALBIO SIRES 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
LORI TRAHAN 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
DONALD NORCROSS 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JESÚS G. "CHUY" GARCÍA 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
RICHARD E. NEAL 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JOHN YARMUTH 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
CYNTHIA AXNE 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
RICK LARSEN 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
ABIGAIL D. SPANBERGER 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
EMANUEL CLEAVER, II 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
ROBIN L. KELLY 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
KIM SCHRIER, M.D. 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
STEVE COHEN 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
THOMAS R. SUOZZI 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
KATHLEEN M. RICE 
Member of Congress 
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/S/ 
TERESA LEGER FERNÁNDEZ 
Member of Congress 

/S/ 
RO KHANNA 
Member of Congress 

/S/ 
JIM HIMES 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
ANNA G. ESHOO 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
CHELLIE PINGREE 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
ANTHONY G. BROWN 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
VERONICA ESCOBAR 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
ANDY KIM 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
SARA JACOBS 
Member of Congress 

   
/S/ 
YVETTE D. CLARKE 
Member of Congress 

/S/ 
JOSEPH D MORELLE 
Member of Congress 

/S/ 
DOUG LAMALFA 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JULIA BROWNLEY 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JOSH GOTTHEIMER 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
ANN MCLANE KUSTER 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
ELISSA SLOTKIN 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
GRACE F. NAPOLITANO 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
SCOTT H. PETERS 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
DEBBIE DINGELL 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
STACEY E. PLASKETT 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
GREGORY W. MEEKS 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
PRAMILA JAYAPAL 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
AYANNA PRESSLEY 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
MARK TAKANO 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
EARL BLUMENAUER 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
DANIEL T. KILDEE 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
DARREN SOTO 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
FREDERICA S. WILSON 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
ALMA S. ADAMS, PH.D. 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JASON CROW 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JENNIFER WEXTON 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
AL LAWSON 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
A. DONALD MCEACHIN  
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
MARILYN STRICKLAND 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
Member of Congress 
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/S/ 
ZOE LOFGREN 
Member of Congress 

/S/ 
SUSAN WILD 
Member of Congress 

/S/ 
FILEMON VELA 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
ANTHONY GONZALEZ 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
ANDY BARR 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JACKIE SPEIER 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
DIANA DEGETTE 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
NANETTE DIAZ BARRAGÁN 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
YOUNG KIM 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
BARBARA LEE 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JAMIE RASKIN 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
MIKIE SHERRILL 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
DAVID N. CICILLINE  
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
RODNEY DAVIS 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
BRIAN HIGGINS 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
ADAM SMITH  
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
DWIGHT EVANS 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
LLOYD DOGGETT 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
BOBBY L. RUSH 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ  
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
JAKE AUCHINCLOSS 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
BRENDAN F. BOYLE  
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
MARC VEASEY 
Member of Congress 

 
/S/ 
KATHY MANNING  
Member of Congress 

 
 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 
 

 


