
May 17, 2022

The Honorable Chris Coons  The Honorable Lindsey Graham
Chairman Ranking Member
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee Senate Appropriations Subcommittee
on State and Foreign Operations on State and Foreign Operations
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Coons and Ranking Member Graham,

Strong and consistent bipartisan support has built the Peace Corps into the 
international face of American volunteerism. Continuing that tradition, we request 
that you support the Fiscal Year 2023 President’s Budget Request of at least 
$430.5 million for the Peace Corps. 

The requested amount represents less than a five percent increase over flat 
funding of approximately $410.5 million for the past seven years. This funding 
will be critical as the Peace Corps resumes operations, improves volunteer security,
engages in global health efforts, and broadens outreach to attract new talent.

The United States gains immeasurably from the Peace Corps’ mission of 
international volunteer service. Since the Peace Corps’ inception 61 years ago, 
more than 241,000 Americans have served in 143 countries and provided more 
than three billion hours of service to our nation and the world. These ambassadors 
of goodwill set the conditions for prosperity, self-reliance, and stability in postings 
around the globe.  

The Peace Corps suspended global operations during the pandemic and 
evacuated nearly 7,000 volunteers from more than 60 countries. Today, every 
government that had volunteer programs at the time of the evacuation has asked for
volunteers to return. 

The Peace Corps represents a cost-effective way to promote the United 
States abroad while providing tangible benefit for host communities.  It supports 
the U.S.’s humanitarian mission and shapes the diplomatic and security 
environment.  Peace Corps service also offers international experience to American
volunteers, many of whom will become leaders here at home. 

 

 

 



Thank you for considering our request and your enduring support for the 
Peace Corps.

Sincerely,

[[SIGNATURES]] 

 

 

 


