Congress of the United States
Washington, D.C. 20510

April 28, 2022

The Honorable Barbara Lee, Chair The Honorable Hal Rogers, Ranking Member
Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations and Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations and
Related Programs Related Programs

Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives

Dear Chairwoman Lee and Ranking Member Rogers:

We respectfully request that you provide $450 million for the Peace Corps in the forthcoming
“Department of State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs Appropriations Act” for fiscal year
2023. This funding level would allow the Peace Corps to resume in-country Volunteer activities, once
safe and prudent to do so, and support the longstanding goal of deploying 10,000 volunteers worldwide.
It is also consistent with the authorized funding level in the bipartisan “Peace Corps Reauthorization
Act” (H.R.1456) reported favorably by the House Committee on Foreign Affairs on September 30,
2021.

More Americans want to serve than the Peace Corps has the funding to absorb. The ratio of annual
applications to available Volunteer positions currently stands at over 4:1. In 2013, retired General
Stanley McChrystal called this gap between applicants and national service opportunities like the Peace
Corps “democratic energy wasted and a generation of patriotism needlessly squandered.”

Peace Corps Volunteers serve our country in remote, challenging environments. In recent years, the
Peace Corps has taken steps to improve the health and safety of its Volunteers. We believe the Peace
Corps needs to do more, including fully implementing the Sam Farr Nick Castle Peace Corps Reform
Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-256). Increased funding is necessary to ensure that the Peace Corps can
fulfill its commitment to the health and safety of American citizens who choose to serve. In addition,
Congress must increase the federal workers’ compensation levels for Volunteers temporarily or
permanently disabled because of their service abroad.

Thank you for your leadership and past efforts to provide the Peace Corps with the resources needed to
support the next generation of American leaders who volunteer abroad.

Sincerely,
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