#PeaceCorpsMatters

FROM THE FARTHEST CORNERS OF THE WORLD
TO AMERICA’S CITIES, SUBURBS, AND SMALL TOWNS

SERVICE IS THE SOLUTION
“The United States Peace Corps built its reputation the old-fashioned way,
step by step, village by village, family by family, bringing the world a bit
closer one friendship at a time.”
President George H.W. Bush

To date, more than 230,000 Peace

PEACE CORPS TODAY

Corps Volunteers have served in 141
countries.

A 21ST CENTURY AGENCY

Peace Corps Goals
Approximately 7,300 Peace Corps Volunteers are serving
as cultural ambassadors of democracy and American goodwill
on the frontlines of development in 65 countries worldwide.
Working in hot spots like Central America and Ukraine, these
future leaders in all sectors of American society are subtly
addressing the context behind our most heated headlines.
From the horrendous conditions that push people to leave
their homelands in search of a better life, to the health issues
that transcend international borders, Peace Corps Volunteers
seek out solutions to problems abroad before they become
problems at home.

Help communities around the world
improve their quality of life at the
grassroots level.
Help these communities better
understand America and Americans.
Help Americans better understand
the world by bringing volunteer
experiences home to the United States.

AMERICA’S MILITARY LEADERS AGREE: PEACE CORPS WORKS
In February 2017, 121 retired three- and four-star generals and admirals wrote to Congress:

“Peace Corps and other development agencies are critical to preventing conflict and
reducing the need to put our men and women in uniform in harm’s way.”
A January 2019 Interim Report from the National Commission on Military, National, and Public Service states:

“We have learned that national service suffers from...significant barriers to access for
many young Americans who might otherwise have a desire to serve.”
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At $410 million, Peace Corps is less
than 1 percent of the International
Affairs Budget and represents less than
0.01 percent of federal spending.

PEACE CORPS
CHANGES LIVES
Returned Peace Corps Volunteers who served between 1962 and
1979 continue to give back to Afghanistan, with a focus on women’s
empowerment. Tens of thousands of Afghan girls and women have
been supported by Friends of Afghanistan projects to build schools,
purchase school supplies, provide vocational support to weavers,
and assist a women’s leadership academy.

“My journey from Nepal to Dartmouth, then on to Princeton and the United Nations
would not have happened had it not been for the Peace Corps. And I know, mine is
not a unique case. There are thousands of boys and girls in developing countries
whose lives have been transformed by the Peace Corps.”
Kul Gautam of Nepal, Former Deputy Executive Director of UNICEF
Winner of NPCA’s 2018 Harris Wofford Global Citizen Award
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Over the last decade, the world’s opinion of
American leadership has declined. America
and the world need Peace Corps now.
*2017 Gallup World Poll of 134 countries (Medians)
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Republicans and Democrats Agree: Peace Corps Matters

REPUBLICANS AND DEMOCRATS AGREE: PEACE CORPS MATTERS
“Peace Corps volunteers make an extraordinary
commitment to serve their country and deserve
the very best support we can provide.”

Former Senator
Bob Corker (R-TN)

“Peace Corps helps promote global acceptance
of the principles of international peace and
non-violent co-existence among people of
diverse cultures and systems of government.”

Former Congressman
Sam Farr (D-CA)

THE DOMESTIC DIVIDEND
We are national and community leaders. We are independent, creative entrepreneurs. We don’t shy away
from challenges. We listen, find common ground, and work to solve problems. We are Returned Peace
Corps Volunteers who know from experience that America benefits when we invest in Peace Corps.

Educate Tomorrow, a Miami-based non-profit led by Virginia and Brett
McNaught (who served as Peace Corps Volunteers in Niger), has been
recognized for its intensive work with hundreds of Florida foster care,
adopted, or homeless children to help them secure a postsecondary
education degree or certificate in order to achieve independence.

Well over $1 million in domestic and international charitable donations
have been made by Returned Peace Corps Volunteers (RPCVs) of WisconsinMadison through the Peace Corps Calendar project, now in its 31st year.
Over time, dozens of RPCV groups have sold the calendar, raising hundreds
of thousands of additional dollars for charitable giving.

A statewide survey revealed that Kentucky Peace Corps Association
members provided more than 17,000 hours of volunteer service in 2018,
and held leadership positions in organizations such as the Boy Scouts,
Habitat for Humanity, Rotary, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, Sierra Club, the
Kentucky Natural Lands Trust, the International Book Project, and others.

Mandy Manning, the 2018 National Teacher of the Year from Spokane,
Washington, served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Armenia. As many as
one out of three recently Returned Peace Corps Volunteers come back
home and enter the field of education.
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